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Foreign Aid: The Curse of Africa 

Africa is the poorest continent in the world. Many different points could explain this. 
One of the main reasons is that the continent has always (since the Africa's 
colonization by the Europeans) been dependant on the donations and help of Western 
countries. In the past fifty years, over US$ 2 � trillion in development aid has been 
transferred from developed countries to solve the dire situation evident in Africa. 
Throughout this essay I will be looking at how foreign aid is affecting the continents 
economic development. 

The reason I'm exploring this topic is because I've always had love for the beautiful 
continent that is Africa. I've travelled to Africa many times, visiting South Africa, Egypt, 
Morocco and Kenya and I've always been surprised how a resource rich continent is the 
poorest in the world.

The origins of aid go back to 1896 when the US government provided oversees support 
in the form of food aid. Later, under the Colonial Development of 1930, grants were 
provided to poorer nations (colonies) in the hope of improving infrastructure, with the 
ultimate goal of creating some kind of economic output. Then came two major 
developments in the structure of foreign aid. The era of the Marshal Plan, a United 
States funded agreement to restore prosperity to war torn countries in Europe, and the 
establishment of International organizations such as the UN (United Nations) and the 
World Bank were a huge stepping stone in the idea of foreign aid as a cure for world 
deprivation. It wasn't until the 1980s that the concept of bringing aid to impoverished 
countries was driven home to the general public, when Bob Geldof presented to the 
world Live Aid; a concert organized to raise both awareness and funds to resolve 
famine in Ethiopia. Watched by over 1.5 billion people, it brought Africa's prevailing 
problems to the public eye. 

The fact is, that a lot of money has been sent to Africa in the past fifty years, and the 
continent is still in a dire economic state. It has produced a donor fatigue, where 
investors and donors have begun to think that Africa won't be able to elaborate an 
economic market to build the foundations for the continents future development. This 
has caused the continent to receive less Aid over the past twenty years. Africa's 
poverty crisis has not been solved; millions in the continent are poorer today because 
of aid and scarcity and suffering are still prominent. What started of as a resolution to 
Africa's problems, has ended up as an unmitigated humanitarian and economic disaster 
for most parts of the developing world 

And yet, Africa is still in a terrible shape. Over half of the population is living on less 
than a dollar a day. Some 50% of the world's poor population live in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
While the percentage of people living under the poverty line fell after 1980, it's almost 
increased by 50% in Sub-Saharan Africa. Between 1981 and 2002, the number of people 
living in extreme poverty almost doubled, leaving the average person poorer today than 
20 years ago. It's projected that by 2015 Sub-Saharan Africa will account for a third of 
the world's impoverished populations. Africa has got the lowest life expectancy in the 
world, the only continent with a life expectancy less than 60 years, lingering just 
above fifty. This is mainly due to the rising cases of HIV-AIDS. Africa's pandemic has 
affected 1 in 7 children, a worryingly high figure in a continent where around half of 
it's population is young. 4 
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