
Brooklyn Prospect 2017 Summer Work for 
Rising 9th Graders 

 
Dear Rising 9th Graders, 
 
Below is your Summer Reading List. These books have been selected by your librarian 
and your teachers and include a variety of subjects. We have a limited number of copies 
of these titles in our school library (so you can check them out for the summer), and 
they are also available at the Brooklyn Public Library and local bookstores.  
  

● You must read THE ALCHEMIST by Paulo Coelho. After you have finished 
reading the book, you have to complete a written assignment. Please print it 
out and give it to Mr. Jensen on Friday, September 9th.  

● You must read at least ONE of the other recommended books below (your 
choice). After you finish reading this book, complete one of these creative 
projects. You will need to hand your project to Mr. Jensen on Friday, September 
9th.  

● Here is the link to your GLOBAL STUDIES SUMMER HOMEWORK. Please 
hand it in to Ms. Watson on Monday, September 12th. 

 
Happy Summer & Happy Reading! 
Ms. Gallager, Librarian & the 9th Grade Team 
 

 
REQUIRED BOOK: 
THE ALCHEMIST 
By Paulo Coelho 
Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mythical story of Santiago, 
an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a 
worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far 
different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. 
Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of 
listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to 
read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to 
follow our dreams. Author interview on CBS news 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.bklynpubliclibrary.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11NbOjiZRLgB4_XpYTW579U6KNO92RUWLhg8uUj7ZjZs/edit?usp=sharing
https://brooklynprospect.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas25_3109964
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_1jTSS8FPXjbXV6SDEwY2RJaDhFVW9wd2RsWDAtbWdIS240/view
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-alchemy-of-author-paulo-coelho/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18vNNL5NzaUQsS5ERa1n11apY7uOintzo7Iw0CtLMRtM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11NbOjiZRLgB4_XpYTW579U6KNO92RUWLhg8uUj7ZjZs/edit?usp=sharing


Choose ONE of the FICTION OR NONFICTION books listed below,  
and then answer the discussion questions 

 
RECOMMENDED FICTION BOOKS: 
THE FREEDOM MAZE 
By Delia Sherman 
Thirteen-year-old Sophie isn’t happy about spending the summer of 
1960 at her grandmother’s old house in the bayou. Bored and lonely, 
she can’t resist exploring the house’s maze, or making an impulsive 
wish for a fantasy-book adventure with herself as the heroine. What she 
gets instead is a real adventure: a trip back in time to 1860 and the 
race-haunted world of her family’s Louisiana sugar plantation. Here, 
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation is still two years in the 
future and passage of the Thirteenth Amendment is almost four years 
away. And here, Sophie is mistaken, by her own ancestors, for a slave. 
Author’s website 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY IS ALL YOU LEFT ME 
By Adam Silvera  
When Griffin’s first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, dies in a drowning 
accident, his universe implodes. Even though Theo had moved to 
California for college and started seeing Jackson, Griffin never doubted 
Theo would come back to him when the time was right. But now, the 
future he’s been imagining for himself has gone far off course. To make 
things worse, the only person who truly understands his heartache is 
Jackson. But no matter how much they open up to each other, Griffin’s 
downward spiral continues. He’s losing himself in his obsessive 
compulsions and destructive choices, and the secrets he’s been keeping 
are tearing him apart. If Griffin is ever to rebuild his future, he must first 
confront his history, every last heartbreaking piece in the puzzle of his life. 

 
 
CODE TALKER: 
A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two 
By Joseph Bruchac  
Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo 
code talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending messages 
back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language. 
They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their 
code, they saved countless American lives. Yet their story remained 
classified for more than twenty years. But now Joseph Bruchac brings 
their stories to life for young adults through the riveting fictional tale of 
Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. 
His grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting 
novel honors all of those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and 
it honors the culture and language of the Navajo Indians. “The Navajo 
Code Talkers: Our Heroes” video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JPIeyBPum0
http://www.sff.net/people/kushnersherman/sherman/writing.htm#TFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JPIeyBPum0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16JJSt1uX5SUcH_RvJJ7m4N7r0ta3d_serrOdGGyqXes/edit?usp=sharing


THE FUTURE OF US  
By Jay Asher & Carolyn Mackler 
What if you could see how your life would unfold--just by clicking a 
button? It's 1996, and less than half of all American high school 
students have ever used the Internet. Emma just got her first computer 
and an America Online CD-ROM. Josh is her best friend. They power 
up and log on--and discover themselves on Facebook, fifteen years in 
the future. Everybody wonders what their destiny will be. Josh and 
Emma are about to find out. 
Book trailer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HATE U GIVE  
By Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school 
she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered 
when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon 
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a 
thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are 
taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug 
lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to 
know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive 
who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say 
could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. Angie 
Thomas article in the New York Times  

 
ORPHAN TRAIN 
By Christina Baker Kline 
Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care 
system. A community service position helping an elderly woman clean 
out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie and worse… As 
she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly 
learns that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they seem to be. A 
young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on a 
train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies 
would be determined by luck and chance. Molly discovers that she has 
the power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that have haunted 
her for her entire life—answers that will ultimately free them both. Book 
trailer 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/19/books/review/black-lives-matter-teenage-books.html?_r=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmgbE6I9Hnw
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/19/books/review/black-lives-matter-teenage-books.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/19/books/review/black-lives-matter-teenage-books.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/19/books/review/black-lives-matter-teenage-books.html?_r=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmgbE6I9Hnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKs74qAjDz8


 
ALL AMERICAN BOYS 
By Jason Reynolds & Brendan Keily 
A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner 
bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes 
Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for 
belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting 
arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further 
resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still 
when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement? There were 
witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s classmate 
who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a 
video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting 
threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to 
believe that the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. 
But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And the basketball 
team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As does the 
school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and 
Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences they had never 
considered before. Author video on MSNBC 
 

 
 
YAQUI DELGADO WANTS TO KICK YOUR ASS 
By Meg Medina 
One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez that Yaqui 
Delgado hates her and wants to kick her ass. Piddy doesn’t even know 
who Yaqui is, never mind what she’s done to piss her off. Word is that 
Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up, shakes her stuff when she walks, and isn’t 
Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, and no accent. And Yaqui 
isn’t kidding around, so Piddy better watch her back. At first Piddy is more 
concerned with trying to find out more about the father she’s never met 
and how to balance honors courses with her weekend job at the 
neighborhood hair salon. But as the harassment escalates, avoiding 
Yaqui and her gang starts to take over Piddy’s life. Is there any way for 
Piddy to survive without closing herself off or running away? Author 
website 
 

 
DOES MY HEAD LOOK  
BIG IN THIS? 
By Randa Abdel-Fattah 
Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full- 
time and everyone has a reaction. Her parents, her teachers, her 
friends, people on the street. But she stands by her decision to embrace 
her faith and all that it is, even if it does make her a little different from 
everyone else. Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the prejudice 
of her classmates, and still attract the cutest boy in school? Book trailer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://megmedina.com/booksandreviews/yaqui-delgado-wants-to-kick-your-ass/
http://www.nbcnews.com/video/writing-about-race-new-book-all-american-boys-encourages-honest-conversation-557844547657
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI0prhFvR9c#t=28
https://megmedina.com/booksandreviews/yaqui-delgado-wants-to-kick-your-ass/


 
THE BERLIN BOXING CLUB  
By Robert Sharenow 
Karl Stern has never thought of himself as a Jew; after all, he's never even 
been in a synagogue. But the bullies at his school in Nazi-era Berlin don't 
care that Karl's family doesn't practice religion. Demoralized by their 
attacks against a heritage he doesn't accept as his own, Karl longs to 
prove his worth. Then Max Schmeling, champion boxer and German hero, 
makes a deal with Karl's father to give Karl boxing lessons. But when Nazi 
violence against Jews escalates, Karl must take on a new role: family 
protector. As Max's boxing fame forces him to associate with Nazi elites, 
Karl begins to wonder where his hero's sympathies truly lie. Can Karl 
balance his boxing dreams with his obligation to keep his family out of 
harm's way? Book trailer 
 
 
 
 

 
THIRTEEN REASONS WHY  
By Jay Asher 
Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his 
name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes 
recorded by Hannah Baker - his classmate and crush - who committed 
suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's voice tells him that there are thirteen 
reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, 
he'll find out why. Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with 
Hannah as his guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, 
and learns the truth about himself-a truth he never wanted to face. Movie 
trailer 
 
 
 

 
SIMON vs. THE HOMO SAPIENS AGENDA  
By Becky Albertalli 
Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his 
drama for the school musical. But when an email falls into the wrong 
hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. Now 
change-averse Simon has to find a way to step out of his comfort zone 
before he's pushed out—without alienating his friends, compromising 
himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the most confusing, 
adorable guy he's never met. Incredibly funny and poignant, this 
twenty-first-century coming-of-age, coming out story—wrapped in a 
geek romance—is a knockout of a debut novel by Becky Albertalli. 
SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE!  

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pteHJ1jCOe4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JebwYGn5Z3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JebwYGn5Z3E


HOW IT WENT DOWN 
By Kekla Magoon 
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, 
his community is thrown into an uproar. Tariq was black. The shooter, 
Jack Franklin, is white. In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has 
something to say, but no two accounts of the events line up. Day by day, 
new twists further obscure the truth. Tariq's friends, family, and 
community struggle to make sense of the tragedy, and to cope with the 
hole left behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple 
for a way to say with certainty: This is how it went down. Author’s 
website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THIS IS WHERE IT ENDS 
By Marieke Nijkamp 
10:00 a.m. 
The principal of Opportunity, Alabama's high school finishes her speech, 
welcoming the entire student body to a new semester and encouraging 
them to excel and achieve. 
10:02 a.m. 
The students get up to leave the auditorium for their next class. 
10:03 
The auditorium doors won't open. 
10:05 
Someone starts shooting. 
Told from four perspectives over the span of 54 harrowing minutes, terror 
reigns as one student's calculated revenge turns into the ultimate game 
of survival. 
 

 
RECOMMENDED NONFICTION BOOKS: 
HIROSHIMA  
By John Hersey 
On August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atom bomb ever 
dropped on a city. This book, John Hersey's journalistic masterpiece, tells 
what happened on that day. Told through the memories of survivors, this 
timeless, powerful and compassionate document has become a classic "that 
stirs the conscience of humanity" -- The New York Times. Almost four 
decades after the original publication of this celebrated book, John Hersey 
went back to Hiroshima in search of the people whose stories he had told. 
His account of what he discovered about them is now the eloquent and 
moving final chapter of the book. Book trailer 
 
 
 

http://keklamagoon.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVofmV37dcc
http://keklamagoon.com/


SAMURAI RISING:  
The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune 
By Pamela S. Turner 
Pearl Witherington Cornioley, one of the most celebrated female World 
War II resistance fighters, shares her remarkable story in this first hand 
account of her experience as a special agent for the British Special 
Operations Executive (SOE). Told through a series of 
reminiscences—from a difficult childhood spent in the shadow of World 
War I and her family’s harrowing escape from France as the Germans 
approached in 1940 to her recruitment and training as a special agent 
and the logistics of parachuting into a remote rural area of occupied 
France and hiding in a wheat field from enemy fire. Book trailer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOST DANGEROUS:  
Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of The Vietnam War  
By Steve Sheinkin 
On June 13, 1971, the front page of the New York Times announced the 
existence of a 7,000-page collection of documents containing a secret 
history of the Vietnam War. Known as The Pentagon Papers, these files 
had been commissioned by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. 
Chronicling every action the government had taken in the Vietnam War, 
they revealed a pattern of deception spanning over twenty years and four 
presidencies, and forever changed the relationship between American 
citizens and the politicians claiming to represent their interests. The 
investigation that resulted--as well as the attempted government cover-ups 
and vilification of the whistleblower--has timely relevance to Edward 
Snowden's more recent conspiracy leaks. Author video 

 
 
 
NO CHOIRBOY:  
Murder, Violence, and Teenagers on Death Row  
By Susan Kuklin 
No Choirboy takes readers inside America's prisons, and allows 
inmates sentenced to death as teenagers to speak for themselves. In 
their own voices―raw and uncensored―they talk about their lives in 
prison, and share their thoughts and feelings about how they ended up 
there. Susan Kuklin also gets inside the system, exploring capital 
punishment itself and the intricacies and inequities of criminal justice in 
the United States. This is a searing, unforgettable read, and one that 
could change the way we think about crime and punishment. 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP5e35G8WlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X03vYUIN0oY


 
POPULAR: 
How a Geek in Pearls Discovered the Secret to 
Confidence  
By Maya Van Wagenen 
Can curlers, girdles, Vaseline, and a strand of pearls help a shy girl 
become popular? 
Maya Van Wagenen is about to find out.  
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level 
of people at school who aren’t paid to be here,” Maya has never been 
popular. But before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique 
social experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity 
guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. The real-life results are 
hilarious, painful, and filled with unexpected surprises. Told with humor 
and grace, Maya’s journey offers readers of all ages a thoroughly 
contemporary example of kindness and self-confidence, along with a 
better understanding of what it means to be popular. Author interview 
 

 
 
 
MINECRAFT: 
The Unlikely Tale of Markus "Notch" Persson  
and the Game that Changed Everything  
By Daniel Goldberg 
A completely unique and in-depth look at the creator of Minecraft, 
Markus "Notch" Persson, and his rise from unknown computer 
programmer to multi-millionaire international gaming icon. Minecraft, the 
"virtual Lego" game Markus crafted in his free time, has become one of 
the most talked about activities since Tetris. Talked about by tens of 
millions of people, in fact. It is the story of unlikely success, fast money, 
and the power of digital technology to rattle an empire. And it is about 
creation, exclusion, and the feeling of not fitting in. Author Interview 
 
 

 
WE BEAT THE STREET 
How a Friendship Pact Led to Success 
By Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt 
Growing up on the rough streets of Newark, New Jersey, Rameck, 
George,and Sampson could easily have followed their childhood friends 
into drug dealing, gangs, and prison.  But when a presentation at their 
school made the three boys aware of the opportunities available to them in 
the medical and dental professions, they made a pact among themselves 
that they would become doctors.  It took a lot of determination—and a lot of 
support from one another—but despite all the hardships along the way, the 
three succeeded. Book trailer 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwRpeVEcPSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A17Cl86e79s
http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/news/the-wizard-of-minecraft-20140507


HIDDEN LIKE ANNE FRANK  
14 True Stories of Survival 
By Marcel Prins & Peter Henk Steenhuis 
Jaap Sitters was only eight years old when his mother cut the yellow stars 
off his clothes and sent him, alone, on a fifteen-mile walk to hide with 
relatives. It was a terrifying night, one he would never forget. Before the 
end of the war, Jaap would hide in secret rooms and behind walls. He 
would suffer from hunger, sickness, and the looming threat of Nazi raids. 
But he would live. This is just one of the incredible stories told in this 
collection of eye-opening first-person accounts that share what it was like 
to go into hiding during World War II. Some children were only three or 
four years old when they were hidden; some were teenagers. Some hid 
with neighbors or family, while many were with complete strangers. But all 
know the pain of losing their homes, their families, even their own names.  
 
 
 
 

 
THE SECRETS OF TOP STUDENTS  
Tips, Tools, and Techniques for Acing High School and 
College 
By Stefanie Weisman 
The Secrets of Top Students is a conversational, down-to-earth guide for 
high school and college students on how to maximize their learning and 
get the grades they want. Full of innovative strategies from Weisman and 
45 other top students -- including Rhodes scholars, Goldwater scholars, 
Fulbright award winners, college valedictorians, Intel Science Fair finalists, 
and a National Spelling Bee champion -- this book will appeal to students 
of all levels, giving them the advice they need from a voice they can trust. 
Author website 
 

 
I WILL ALWAYS WRITE BACK  
How One Letter Changed Two Lives 
By Martin Ganda & Caitlin Alifirenka 
The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and the 
letter that changed both of their lives forever. It started as an 
assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student 
somewhere in a distant place. Martin was lucky to even receive a 
pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and forty kids in his class. But 
he was the top student, so he got the first one. That letter was the 
beginning of a correspondence that spanned six years and changed two 
lives. In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how 
they became best friends --and better people--through their 
long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your 
own life and wonder about the world at large and your place in it. 
Author interview 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgUsKnRYFMA
https://valedictoriansguide.com/

