
Brooklyn Prospect 2021 Summer Enrichment
For Rising 9th Graders

Dear Rising 9th Graders,

Hello from your 9th grade teachers! This summer, we hope that you engage in some rejuvenating and relaxing
recreational activities. The summer is also a time when you should be exercising your brain like a muscle to
prepare for the upcoming year. The following academic enrichment activities are designed to allow you to
remain engaged and learning throughout the summer. These enrichment activities are highly encouraged and
you will gain insight into some of the things you’ll learn this fall while practicing the skills and knowledge you
acquired in the past year. Below are your Summer Academic Enrichment opportunities:

● For ELA, you will have to read THE BOOK THIEF by Marcus Zusak. You can access the book on
Actively Learn here (Class Code: oxrso). As you read, you’ll be keeping track of your thoughts in this
Reader Response Journal. At the end of the Reader Response Journal packet, you’ll be reading a
short non-fiction text and completing a written assignment. Please submit the Reader Response
Journal assignment in the 9th Grade Google Classroom (Class Code: d6wbdpg) by September 13th.

● For Humanities, you will have to read several chapters of WHEN ASIA WAS THE WORLD. Here is the
link to a PDF of the book, here is the link to the audiobook, and here is a link to the assignment.
Please access and submit your work on Google Classroom (Class Code: nriocbp) page by
September 13th.

Happy Summer & Happy Reading!
Ms. Gallager, Librarian & the 9th Grade Team

REQUIRED ELA BOOK:
THE BOOK THIEF
By Marcus Zusak
When Death has a story to tell, you listen.
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and
will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches
out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t
resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and
shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the
most enduring stories of our time. Full PDF of book here.

REQUIRED HUMANITIES BOOK:
WHEN ASIA WAS THE WORLD
Traveling Merchants, Scholars, Warriors, and Monks Who Created the
“Riches of the East”
By Stewart Gordon
While European civilization stagnated in the "Dark Ages," Asia flourished as the wellspring of
science, philosophy, and religion. Linked together by a web of spiritual, commercial, and
intellectual connections, the distant regions of Asia's vast civilization, from Arabia to China,
hummed with trade, international diplomacy, and the exchange of ideas. Stewart Gordon has
fashioned a compelling and unique look at Asia from AD 700 to 1500-a time when Asia was
the world-by relating the personal journeys of Asia's many travelers.

https://www.activelylearn.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uk4ffXQCPY4Q3zPjBVoHJphJIMNE-lkbZBMg6hllc9A/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G9I7mZ-RX-I3_m2IYwizrpn38zXnJ83j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TW4-lXtp9m2IVkTv5JvEPqlnkgDENp_P?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5IYh01byebOsXKXINLZ-OY9oJnjencnkmCL0Rj9e0c/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZy_fEe2SSR3fKMMfemjxpInAXQMQTFb/view?usp=sharing


Here are some OPTIONAL recommended FICTION and NONFICTION books for you that you
can find in either the Brooklyn Public Library or the New York Public Library!

RECOMMENDED FICTION BOOKS:
THE FREEDOM MAZE
By Delia Sherman
Thirteen-year-old Sophie isn’t happy about spending the summer of 1960 at her
grandmother’s old house in the bayou. Bored and lonely, she can’t resist exploring the
house’s maze, or making an impulsive wish for a fantasy-book adventure with herself as
the heroine. What she gets instead is a real adventure: a trip back in time to 1860 and
the race-haunted world of her family’s Louisiana sugar plantation. Here, President
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation is still two years in the future and passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment is almost four years away. And here, Sophie is mistaken, by her
own ancestors, for a slave. (BPL, NYPL)

DARIUS THE GREAT IS NOT OKAY
By Adib Khorram
Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social
cues than Persian ones. He’s a Fractional Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever
trip to Iran is about to change his life. Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s sure
things are going to be the same in Iran. His clinical depression doesn’t exactly help
matters, and trying to explain his medication to his grandparents only makes things harder.
Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes. Soon, they’re
spending their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, and talking for hours on a
secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline. Sohrab calls him Darioush—the original
Persian version of his name—and Darius has never felt more like himself than he does now
that he’s Darioush to Sohrab. (BPL, NYPL)

CODE TALKER:
A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two
By Joseph Bruchac
Throughout WWII, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending
messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language. They
braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved countless
American lives. Yet their story remained classified for more than twenty years. But now
Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting fictional tale
of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His grueling
journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those young
men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and language of the Navajo
Indians.
(BPL, NYPL)

https://disc.bklynlibrary.org/ecard/Default.aspx
https://www.nypl.org/books-music-movies/ebookcentral/simplye


THE FUTURE OF US
By Jay Asher & Carolyn Mackler
What if you could see how your life would unfold--just by clicking a button? It's 1996,
and less than half of all American high school students have ever used the Internet.
Emma just got her first computer and an America Online CD-ROM. Josh is her best
friend. They power up and log on--and discover themselves on Facebook, fifteen years
in the future. Everybody wonders what their destiny will be. Josh and Emma are about
to find out. (BPL, NYPL)

I AM NOT YOUR PERFECT MEXICAN DAUGHTER
By Erika L. Sanchez
Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their
parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon
their family. But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. Then
a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind
to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge
that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing
out every possible way Julia has failed. But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga
might not have been as perfect as everyone thought. Was Olga really what she
seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even
attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? (BPL, NYPL)

ORPHAN TRAIN
By Christina Baker Kline
Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system. A
community service position helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only
thing keeping Molly out of juvie and worse… As she helps Vivian sort through her
possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they
seem to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on a
train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies would be
determined by luck and chance. Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian
find answers to mysteries that have haunted her for her entire life—answers that will
ultimately free them both.
(BPL, NYPL)



THE LOVE & LIES OF RUKHSANA ALI
By Sabina Khan
17-year-old Rukhsana Ali has always been fascinated by the universe around her and
the laws of physics that keep everything in order. But her life at home isn't so absolute.
Unable to come out to her conservative Muslim parents, she keeps that part of her
identity hidden. And that means keeping her girlfriend, Ariana, a secret from them too.
Luckily, only a few more months stand between her carefully monitored life at home and
a fresh start at Caltech in the fall. But when Rukhsana's mom catches her and Ariana
together, her future begins to collapse around her. Devastated and confused,
Rukhsana's parents whisk her off to stay with their extended family in Bangladesh
where, along with the loving arms of her grandmother and cousins, she is met with a
world of arranged marriages, religious tradition, and intolerance. Fortunately, Rukhsana
finds allies along the way and, through reading her grandmother's old diary, finds the
courage to take control of her future and fight for her love. (BPL, NYPL)

YAQUI DELGADO WANTS TO KICK YOUR ASS
By Meg Medina
One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez that Yaqui Delgado hates
her and wants to kick her ass. Piddy doesn’t even know who Yaqui is, never mind
what she’s done to piss her off. Word is that Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up, shakes
her stuff when she walks, and isn’t Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, and
no accent. And Yaqui isn’t kidding around, so Piddy better watch her back. At first
Piddy is more concerned with trying to find out more about the father she’s never met
and how to balance honors courses with her weekend job at the neighborhood hair
salon. But as the harassment escalates, avoiding Yaqui and her gang starts to take
over Piddy’s life. Is there any way for Piddy to survive without closing herself off or
running away? (NYPL)

DOES MY HEAD LOOK BIG IN THIS?
By Randa Abdel-Fattah
Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full- time and
everyone has a reaction. Her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the street. But
she stands by her decision to embrace her faith and all that it is, even if it does make her
a little different from everyone else. Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the
prejudice of her classmates, and still attract the cutest boy in school? (NYPL)



THE BERLIN BOXING CLUB
By Robert Sharenow
Karl Stern has never thought of himself as a Jew; after all, he's never even been in a
synagogue. But the bullies at his school in Nazi-era Berlin don't care that Karl's family
doesn't practice religion. Demoralized by their attacks against a heritage he doesn't
accept as his own, Karl longs to prove his worth. Then Max Schmeling, champion boxer
and German hero, makes a deal with Karl's father to give Karl boxing lessons. But when
Nazi violence against Jews escalates, Karl must take on a new role: family protector. As
Max's boxing fame forces him to associate with Nazi elites, Karl begins to wonder where
his hero's sympathies truly lie. Can Karl balance his boxing dreams with his obligation to
keep his family out of harm's way? (BPL, NYPL)

THIRTEEN REASONS WHY
By Jay Asher
Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his name on it
lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah
Baker - his classmate and crush - who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's
voice tells him that there are thirteen reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is
one of them. If he listens, he'll find out why. Clay spends the night crisscrossing his
town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and
learns the truth about himself-a truth he never wanted to face. (BPL, NYPL)

THE HAZEL WOOD: A Novel
By Melissa Albert
17-year-old Alice and her mother have spent most of Alice’s life on the road, always a
step ahead of the uncanny bad luck biting at their heels. But when Alice’s grandmother,
the reclusive author of a cult-classic book of pitch-dark fairy tales, dies alone on her
estate, the Hazel Wood, Alice learns how bad her luck can really get: Her mother is
stolen away―by a figure who claims to come from the Hinterland, the cruel
supernatural world where her grandmother's stories are set. Alice's only lead is the
message her mother left behind: “Stay away from the Hazel Wood.”Alice has long
steered clear of her grandmother’s cultish fans. But now she has no choice but to ally
with classmate Ellery Finch, a Hinterland superfan who may have his own reasons for
wanting to help her. To retrieve her mother, Alice must venture first to the Hazel Wood,
then into the world where her grandmother's tales began―and where she might find out
how her own story went so wrong. (BPL, NYPL)



FAR FROM THE TREE
By Robin Benway
When 16-year-old Grace gives up her baby for adoption, she decides that the time has
come to find out more about her own biological mother. Although her biological mother
proves elusive, her search leads her to two half-siblings she never knew existed. Maya,
15, has been adopted by wealthy parents and seems to have the picture-perfect family -
that is, if you look past her alcoholic mother and the fact that Maya stands out like a sore
thumb. Older brother Joaquin hasn't been so lucky. At 18, he's shuffled between foster
home after foster home, always careful never to get attached to anyone or anything,
because it always gets taken away. When these three siblings come together, they find
in themselves the place they can belong, while the secrets they guard threaten to
explode... (BPL, NYPL)

THIS IS WHERE IT ENDS
By Marieke Nijkamp
10:00 a.m. :The Principal of Opportunity, Alabama's high school finishes her speech,
welcoming the entire student body to a new semester and encouraging them to excel
and achieve.
10:02 a.m.: The students get up to leave the auditorium for their next class.
10:03: The auditorium doors won't open.
10:05: Someone starts shooting.
Told from four perspectives over the span of 54 harrowing minutes, terror reigns as one
student's calculated revenge turns into the ultimate game of survival. (BPL, NYPL)

RECOMMENDED NONFICTION BOOKS:
HEY, KIDDO
By Jarrett J. Krosoczka
In kindergarten, Jarrett Krosoczka's teacher asks him to draw his family, with a mommy and
a daddy. But Jarrett's family is much more complicated than that. His mom is an addict, in
and out of rehab, and in and out of Jarrett's life. His father is a mystery -- Jarrett doesn't
know where to find him, or even what his name is. Jarrett lives with his grandparents -- two
very loud, very loving, very opinionated people who had thought they were through with
raising children until Jarrett came along. Jarrett goes through his childhood trying to make
his non-normal life as normal as possible, finding a way to express himself through drawing
even as so little is being said to him about what's going on. Only as a teenager can Jarrett
begin to piece together the truth of his family, reckoning with his mother and tracking down
his father. (BPL, NYPL)



SAMURAI RISING:
The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune
By Pamela S. Turner
Pearl Witherington Cornioley, one of the most celebrated female World War II resistance
fighters, shares her remarkable story in this first hand account of her experience as a
special agent for the British Special Operations Executive (SOE). Told through a series
of reminiscences—from a difficult childhood spent in the shadow of World War I and her
family’s harrowing escape from France as the Germans approached in 1940 to her
recruitment and training as a special agent and the logistics of parachuting into a remote
rural area of occupied France and hiding in a wheat field from enemy fire. (BPL, NYPL)

MOST DANGEROUS:
Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of The Vietnam War
By Steve Sheinkin
On June 13, 1971, the front page of the New York Times announced the existence of a
7,000-page collection of documents containing a secret history of the Vietnam War.
Known as The Pentagon Papers, these files had been commissioned by Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara. Chronicling every action the government had taken in the
Vietnam War, they revealed a pattern of deception spanning over twenty years and four
presidencies, and forever changed the relationship between American citizens and the
politicians claiming to represent their interests. The investigation that resulted--as well
as the attempted government cover-ups and vilification of the whistleblower--has timely
relevance to Edward Snowden's more recent conspiracy leaks. (BPL, NYPL)

POPULAR:
How a Geek in Pearls Discovered the Secret to Confidence
By Maya Van Wagenen
Can curlers, girdles, Vaseline, and a strand of pearls help a shy girl become popular?
Maya Van Wagenen is about to find out.
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level of people at
school who aren’t paid to be here,” Maya has never been popular. But before starting
eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year
following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. The
real-life results are hilarious, painful, and filled with unexpected surprises. Told with humor
and grace, Maya’s journey offers readers of all ages a thoroughly contemporary example
of kindness and self-confidence, along with a better understanding of what it means to be
popular. (BPL, NYPL)



WE BEAT THE STREET
How a Friendship Pact Led to Success
By Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt
Growing up on the rough streets of Newark, New Jersey, Rameck, George,and Sampson
could easily have followed their childhood friends into drug dealing, gangs, and prison.
But when a presentation at their school made the three boys aware of the opportunities
available to them in the medical and dental professions, they made a pact among
themselves that they would become doctors.  It took a lot of determination—and a lot of
support from one another—but despite all the hardships along the way, the three
succeeded. (BPL)

HIDDEN LIKE ANNE FRANK
14 True Stories of Survival
By Marcel Prins & Peter Henk Steenhuis
Jaap Sitters was only eight years old when his mother cut the yellow stars off his
clothes and sent him, alone, on a fifteen-mile walk to hide with relatives. It was a
terrifying night, one he would never forget. Before the end of the war, Jaap would hide
in secret rooms and behind walls. He would suffer from hunger, sickness, and the
looming threat of Nazi raids. But he would live. This is just one of the incredible stories
told in this  collection of eye-opening first-person accounts that share what it was like to
go into hiding during World War II. Some children were only three or four years old
when they were hidden; some were teenagers. Some hid with neighbors or family, while
many were with complete strangers. But all know the pain of losing their homes, their
families, even their own names. (BPL, NYPL)

THE SECRETS OF TOP STUDENTS
Tips, Tools, and Techniques for Acing High School and College
By Stefanie Weisman
The Secrets of Top Students is a conversational, down-to-earth guide for high school and
college students on how to maximize their learning and get the grades they want. Full of
innovative strategies from Weisman and 45 other top students -- including Rhodes
scholars, Goldwater scholars, Fulbright award winners, college valedictorians, Intel
Science Fair finalists, and a National Spelling Bee champion -- this book will appeal to
students of all levels, giving them the advice they need from a voice they can trust.
(BPL, NYPL)


