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Introduction 
Since the birth of civil and autonomous societies, the phenomenon of nationalism has been both a 

bonding agent and cause for conflict. Despite holding a prominent position in both history and contemporary 

politics, nationalism is an abstract, almost ethereal concept. 1 This essay explores the factors contributing to the 

growth of separatist, nationalist movements in Europe, focusing on the Scottish referendum for independence. 2 

Separatist nationalism is a branch of nationalism that involves a minority group within a country seeking 

devolution or self-determination from the majority group. 

As a form of nationalism, separatism has gathered popular and political support in Europe in recent 

decades. Countries with minority groups, such as Spain with Catalufia or Belgium with Flanders, have seen a 

huge increase in support for parties pushing for independence.3 In Belgium, for example, the number of 

separatist political parties has increased by 166.7 % since 1998, and popular support for separatist parties has 

seen a similar increase. 4 The most popular separatist party in Belgium saw its votes increase from 201,399 to 

1,135,617 between 2003 and 2010.5 

Separatism is brought about by a senes of complex and inextricably linked factors. The rise of 

separatism is having very real consequences in Scotland, which has been in a union with the rest of the United 

Kingdom for 306 years. That union is now in an extremely precarious position, because a separatist movement, 

the Scottish National Party (SNP), aims to divide it. The SNP, founded in 1934, has been campaigning for 

Scottish independence for decades, and has recently seen a considerable rise in its popular support. It achieved a 

break-through in 1998 when the Scotland Act was passed, enabling the creation of a Scottish Parliament. In the 

run-up to the 2011 Scottish Parliament elections, the SNP manifesto revolved around holding a referendum on 

Scottish independence. 6 Having won the elections, the SNP was able to pass a bill enabling a referendum to be 

held, on Thursday 18 September 2014. This essay will explore and evaluate the importance of the different 

factors that have contributed to this rise in popular support for the Scottish National Party and the referendum.

 The scope of the Essay will be an evaluation of four contributing factors to separatism in Scotland: 

cultural identity, historical antagonism, political misrepresentation and economic opportunity. These four I 

consider of greatest importance, but with greater space than is allowed in 4000 words I would also have 

considered environmental issues, health care, the justice system and inequality. The research methodology was 

a literature survey of secondary sources on Scottish nationalism, the imminent referendum and its potential 

effects.
I 
Nationalism has never been a global phenomenon; there are no recorded events whereby the population of the world was united by 

nationalist feeling. It occurs within a certain part of a given whole. Nonetheless it is a global phenomenon in the sense that it is a 
2 

To be held on the 18
th 

of September 2014: "Background On Referendum." Scotland's Referendum 2014 Background Comments.

Scottish Government, n.d. Web. 23 Nov. 2013. 
3 "Separatists Are on the Rise across Europe." Washington Times. The Washington Times, 14 Oct. 2012. Web. 24 Nov. 2013.
4 "Belgium- Political Parties." European Election Database (EED). Norwegian Social Science Data Services (NSD), n.d. Web. 17
Sept. 2013. 
5 

"Parties and Elections in Belgium." Parties and Elections in Europe. Parties and Elections in Europe- Wolfram Nordsieck, 2010. 

Web. 9 Aug. 2013. 
6 

"Scottish National Party (SNP)." Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d. Web. 24 Nov. 2013. 
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