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The plight of women's rights has often been the subject of literature. It is usually written 

from a feminist viewpoint. This literature manifests the underlying social conditions that contribute 

to the oppression of women. This theme has had an impact on readers of a wide variety of literary 

genres. Religion is also a very popular theme for literature, often being an important factor to the 

plot. Women's rights and religion are seen by many as relative in the sense that for years, the 

subjugation of women has been mainly tied to theocracies. 

This essay examines the marginalization of women's rights through the misuse of 

religious texts by the theocracies present in the novels Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi and The 

Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood. Although Persepolis is a memoir and The Handmaid's Tale 

is science fiction, these genres contrast each other enough to note differences in the extent to 

which women are oppressed within the literature. To answer the research question, the conditions

 of life and a woman's stance in society before the theocratic revolutions were discussed. This is 

followed by an examination of education, the loss ofrights, sexuality, and religion applicable to the 

oppression of women. Additional verses in the Qu'ran and the Bible as related to the novels were 

tead in order to compare the validity of religious teachings present in both novels. 

Introduction
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Marjane Satrapi's Persepolis and Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale focus on the 

story of cultural changes during revolutions that affected women with new social norms and 

restricted lifestyles. Persepolis focuses on how once liberal, Iranian female citizens living under 

democracy were able to advance academically, politically, and socially. Despite such progress, 

daily life for women drastically changed with the Iranian Revolution of 1979, also known as the 

Islamic Revolution. Although Marjane is a young child at the time of the revolution, she 

remembers life beforehand and keenly observes the changes that come about in her personal life 

as well as in society. The Handmaid's Tale is told through Offred's point of view as she is forced 

into being a "Handmaid" in the Republic of Gilead. Once a working mother in the United States,

Offred, like all other women, is stripped of her family and independence during the Christian 

revolution. Both novels demonstrate how women's rights and statuses were eradicated by the 

-radical theocracies that gained control of their societies. It is then that the already underlying

marginalization of women surfaces and becomes a harsh reality, influencing most laws and

actions that the new governments in both novels enforce. Iran's and Gilead's societal perceptions

marginalized women's social liberties in accordance with the oppressive rulings of the

theocracies that gained control over Iran and the United States.

II. "I will not let the deeds of any doer among you go to waste, male or female - you are both

the same in that respect" (Our 'an 3 .195).

Prior to the Islamic Revolution, Iranian women dressed as they wished, most opting for a 

Westernized fashion. They indulged in makeup, clothing, dying their hair, and many other acts of 

aesthetics. Soon, laws were put in place that stripped women of such freedoms of vanity. Marji 




























